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DATES TO REMEMBER 


Saturday September 9th 

Sunday September 10th 
Monday September 11th 
Saturday September 16th 


Sunday September 17th 


Wednesday September 20th 
Saturday September 23rd 
Wednesday September 27th 
Saturday September 30th 
Sunday October 1st 


- A Walk on the North Shore Trails 

- F.O.N. Regional gathering at Rondeau starts 

- Regional gathering at Rondeau ends 

- Club Monthly meeting 

- Pelagic expedition 

- Plants with healing qualities at R.B.G. 

- Annual meeting of the Iroquoia Bruce Trail 
club, followed by a hike 

- A walk around Mountsberg 

- Autumn Plants in Dried Arrangements at the 

R .B .G. 

- A hike along the Bruce Trail with the R.B.G. 

- Mushroom identification at the R.B.G. 

- B.O.S, meeting with Dr. George Miksch Sutton 

- R.B.G. field trip to Backus' Woods 

- Short Hills Wilderness Area outing. 


NEVERMORE THE DARK FOUNTAINS . Elizabeth Evans (Keeton) 


The elms are dying -- 
Nevermore the dark fountains 
Of jetting branches sprinkling 
A leafy spray 
And cool sibilance. 


Only the mute gesture 
Of desperate skeleton hands 
Blotched and crumbling 
Appealing 

Against their leprous death. 
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DAYS ON THE DUNDAS MARSH - 1947 . . 


Judd 


In tha V7 ood Duck of September 196S (vol. 23, no, 1) I recalled the 
activities in research on the Dundas Marsh in 1946. In 1947 the programme was 
continued, with the Ontario Research Commission supporting an expanded range of 
activities. The "headquarters" for the research was the No. 7 temporary building, 
a renovated army hut on the campus near the old drill hall. Another important 
asset was the boathouse and field laboratory built by "The Willows" at the north¬ 
east corner of the marsh near the Old Guelph Road. It had a twenty-foot well .for 
mooring boats, storage space for equipment and an upper floor outfitted as a 
classroom and laboratory. Eight projects were undertaken in the summer of 1947. 

Les Prince, who had arrived on the campus as assistant director of 
physical education, began a survey of the mammals of the marsh and adjacent 
Wentworth County. He had previously worked with the Royal Ontario Museum on 
mammals and was well acquanted with the mammal fauna of Ontario, A questionnaire 
was prepared on mammals and was distributed to farmers, trappers and other 
interested people and the information derived from it was tabulated. Nineteen 
species were recorded, Les Prince was aided by Helen Eydt, who had graduated in 
1947 and who collected parasites from the mammals, and by Mary Inlcsetter, a 
student in biology. 

The work on muskrats, begun in 1946 by Larry Wragg, was continued in 
1947 by Robin Sharp, a student in biology at McMaster. He trapped and tagged 
muskrats and studied their food, building activities, litters and natural enemies, 

Carl Fewster, another McMaster student, studied the Western mosquito- 
fish, Gambus ia af finis, with a view to introducing it into local waters for 
mosquito control. He had populations of the fish in ponds at McMaster, at the 
fish hatchery at Mount Pleasant and in aquaria at McMaster. Dorothy- Jane Peers, 
another student, studied the habits of carp which were plentiful in the marsh. 

She followed the spawning habits and life cycle of the fish and watched their 
effect on the aquatic vegetation. Ed Turner spent his second year on the marsh 
studying the fish population, using gill nets and traps. He found 23 kinds of 
fish in the marsh. 

Ernie Kay, who had received his B.A. from McMaster that spring, 
continued his studies of the chemical content of the water of the marsh, using 
the results as part of the requirements for an M.A. degree. He was aided by 
Helen Eydt who also analyzed the bacteria found in the samples of water. Studies 
of the plants of the marsh, which had been started in 1946, were continued in 
1947 by Dr. N.W. Radforth, Director of the Royal Botanical Gardens, assisted by 
Ray Sims who had graduated from McMaster in 1947. 

My project in 1947 was a study of the aquatic insects that live under 
water in their young stages and emerge into the air as adults. The idea was to 
determine the period of emergence of each species from the water and the 
abundance of each of the species. To carry out this project five cages were set 
out on the marsh at selected locatities. Each cage was open at the bottom and 
enclosed with copper screening at the top and on the four sides. The cage was 
set on four stakes so that its lower border was about half a foot below the 
surface of the water. Insects such as dragonflies, caddis flies, midges and 
aquatic moths came to the surface as nymphs or pupae and the adults emerged in 
the cage. There was a door at the side of the cage and by arriving at the cage 
by boat each day and opening the door one could collect from the cage the insects 
that had emerged during the previous twenty-four hours. 
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Assisting me in this project was Mary Inks: .er, a biology student. 

For the first month or so we visited the cages with a rowboat which was kept 
chained to a tree at the edge of the marsh below the campus. However, local 
youngsters kept taking the boat from its mooring and abandoning it elsewhere on 
the marsh. Another source of interruption was trouble with our supply box, a 
wooden box on four posts set up on Grassy Point in 1946 to hold equipment. On 
May 19, 1947, we found the box burned, with only the charred stubs of the posts 
remaining and an uncomplimentary note addressed to the Game Warden scrawled on 
the remains of the lid. 

To circumvent this vandalism we then got a canoe which we kept in one 
of the army huts in that group of temporary buildings located by Edw rds Hall on 
the campus and known as "The Shambles". We attached two bicycle wheels to an 
axle and tied one end of the canoe to this wheeled support. Putting our 
equipment into the canoe and holding the canoe at its free end we easily rolled 
our way down the path to the marsh and back up again with our insect trophies of 
the day. 


As we went from cage to cage each day we could watch the life around 

us. The Black Terns nesting on old muskrat houses swooped down at us as we 

glided past their clutches of young. On June 3rd a flock of about 50 Bonaparte's 
Gulls were seen bobbing on the surface of the water. On June 17th, we found thrr 
young muskrats huddled on the top of a muskrat house. By the middle of June the 
carp were Vigorously splashing about in the water . 5.5 a preliminary to mating. 

On June 9th we had a mishap when trying to catch a water snake. We 

were paddling across a stretch of water about five feet deep and we spied the 
snake coiled on top of a muskrat house. I reached out with a butterfly net in 
an attempt to scoop up the snake but this action overturned the canoe and Mary 
and I were unceremoniously dumped into the wa er. Only our heads were visible, 
surrounded by floating insect nets, collecting jars and baskets and paddles. 

The snake was nowhere to be seen. A minute or so before overturning we had passe 
Robin Sharp who had hailed us from the rowboat in which he was studying muskrats. 
It was a case of "now you see them, now you don't", but what he couldn't see he 
could hear, for Mary and I were yelling for help and he rowed over to rescue the 
two waterlogged swimmers. 

As summer gave way to fall the marsh projects were rounded off and we 
returned to the academic round ats.iMcMaster and to work up the results of the 
summer's toil. In February 1948, the Ontario Research Commission held its second 
technical session in Toronto to hear reports on the previous summer's work, 
McMaster was well represented, with nine of the Dundas marsh workers reporting. 

On February 27th at the Ontario.Research Foundation, 43 Queen's Park 
Crescent, reports were given by Robin Sharp on "Ecology of the Muskrat in the 
Dundas Marsh and Surrounding Territory", by L.A. Prince on "The Mammalian Fauna 
of Wentworth County", by R.A. Sims on "Report on Preliminary Ecological Studies o 
Plant Life of the Royal Botanical Gardens, Hamilton Ontario" and by Helen Eydt 
on "Ectoparasites of Small Mammals". 

On February 28th in the Department of Zoology, University of Toronto, 
reports were given by E.R.M. Kay on "Further Limnological Studies on the Dundas 
Marsh", by R.E. Turner on "The Fish Population of the Dundas Marsh, by W.W. Judd, 
on "Study of Aquatic Insects of the Dundas Marsh, Hamilton, Ontario", by Helen 
Eydt on "Bacteriological Survey of the Dundas Marsh", by D.-J. Peers on "Life 
History of the Carp" and by Carl Fewster on "A Preliminery report on the 
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Introduction of the Minnow ( Cambusia affinis ) to Local Waters". 

Most of the workers on the marsh in 1947 returned to resume their 
projects in 1948, Some of these continued studies at McMaster and others went 
to other universities and came back to the marsh for summer employment, Mary 
Inksetter graduated in 1949. We two full-time staff members, Les Prince and I, 
continued in our academic grooves at McMaster. My insect work of 1947 was 
written up in 1949 as "Insects Collected in the Dundas Marsh, Hamilton, Ontario, 
1946- 7, with Observations on their Periods of Emergence" in The Canadian 
Entomologist , Cl (1):1-10. 

Sources of Information; 

, Warren, A.E. 1947 Our Fish and Wildlife Research Programme . McMaster Alumni 
News, 7 (5):8-10 December 10, 1947. 

Muskrats Die of Pest Spray, Hamilton Spectator, July 10, 1947. 

Toronto Aids McMaster in ecological Research. Hamilton Spectator, July 28, 1947, 
Summer Activities at McMaster. Hamilton Spectator, August 1, 1947. 

Death on Mosquitoes. Hamklton Spectator, August 2, 1947. 

Ontario Research Commission, Abstracts of Papers, Second. Technical Session, 

Advisory Committee on Fisheries and Wildlife Research, Feb,27-28, 193 

EVENING WILDFLO WER WALKS 1972 . Hazel Broker 

May arrived on schedule but spring was reluctant this year and the 
eager group who followed Ed Burns into Hendrie Valley at Cherry Hill Gate on 
May 3rd, had to look hard to find plants in bloom and what a thrill when each 
was discovered - Hepatica, Early Saxifrage, Bloodroot and Wild Ginger - not mass 
of bloom but single plants in favoured places. The late season provided one 
advantage however - , an opportunity to examine the flox^ers of the Skunk Cabbage 
snug within the shell-like spathe. 

One week later we followed Betty LeWarne into Westdale Ravine and the 
increased size of the unfurling leaves of the Skunk Cabbage indicated that 
growth was taking place quickly now. Trilliums, White and Red, Trout Lily (or 
Adder's Tongue), Cut-leaved Toothwort, Spring Beauty, Early Meadow R.ue, Hepatica 
(white, pink and blue), Rue-anemone, and Marsh Marigold were now in bloom but al 
the plants seemed smaller than they had been at this time the past few years. 

By May 17th though, a few warm days had hurried the season along and 
the black flies were waiting for us at Rock Chapel right on schedule. They did 
not deter us however from enjoying a delightful stroll both above and below the 
escarpment with Eunice Smillie. Masses of Blue Violets and White Trilliums 
evoked exclamations of delight. Most of the species we had seen last week were 
still in bloom plus Yellow Violet, Wood Anemone, Celandine and Jack-in-the-pulpi 
Buds on the Solomon's Seal and Spikenard (False Solomon's Seal) indicated that 
the procession of bloom was not finished. 

On May 24th along the North Shore Trails, Dr. Pringle pointed out the 

already yellowing leaves of the Toothwort and Trout Lily. Their period of 

growth had finished and soon there would be nothing to show where these plants 
had bloomed only three short weeks ago. The flowers of the White Trillium too, 
were turning pink with age but the blooms of the Lousewort, White Baneberry, 
Solomon's Seal and Spikenard were just opening, and in the late evening light a 

hillside covered with dainty Blue Phlox was a sight not soon to be forgotten. 

Many thanks to Misses Lewarne and Smilli9,.Mr. Burns - and. Dr. Pringle 
for sharing their time and knowledge with us. 
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HAMILTON SPRING BIRD COUNT .compiled by Dr. Ed Dinnix«ill 

The Hamilton spring bird count was held on Sunday May 14th, 1972. The count 
covered the area of Hamilton, Burlington Bay, Dundas Marsh, Hendrie Valley, 
Burlington, Ancaster, Sulphur Springs, Radial Line, Westover, Valens, Bronte, 
and Burloak Woods, Approximately 9,619 individuals were seen of 163 species. 

There were nineteen observers in 10 parties. 


5 Common Loon 

2 

Lesser Yellowlegs 

15 Horned Grebe 

15 

Least Sandpiper 

1 Eared Grebe 

13 

Dunlin 

2 Pied-billed Grebe 

2 

Great Black-backed Gull 

8 Great Blue Heron 

55 

Herring Gull 

3 Green Heron 

290 

Ring-billed Gull 

2 Common Egret 

300 

Bonaparte's Gull 

6 American Bittern 

90 

Common Tern 

5 Canada Goose 

1 

Caspian Tern 

72 Mallard 

46 

Black Tern 

11 Black Duck 

88 

Mourning Dove 

1 Pintail 

1 

Screech Owl 

3 Green-winged Teal 

2 

Great Horned Owl 

33 Blue-winged Teal 

1 

Whip-poor-whill 

3 Shoveler 

1 

Common Nighthawk 

58 Wood Duck 

. , 55 

Chimney Swift 

6 Redhead 

10 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird 

1 Ring-necked Duck 

9 

Belted Kingfisher 

2 Canvasback 

100 

Yellow-shafted Flicker 

30 Greater Scaup 

2 

Pileated Woodpecker 

91 Lesser Scaup 

7 

Red-headed Woodpecker 

2 Common Goldeneye 

7 

Hairy Woodpecker 

25 Bufflehead 

24 

Downy Woodpecker 

250 Oldsquaw 

30 

Eastern Kingbird 

12 Ruddy Duck 

16 

Great Crested Flycatcher 

5 Common Merganser 

7 

Eastern Phoebe 

2 Red-breasted Merganser 

2 

Traill's Flycatcher 

2 Turkey Vulture 

11 

Least Flycatcher 

2 Sharp-shinned Hawk 

1 

Eastern Wood Pewee 

10 Red-tailed Hawk 

6 

Horned Lark 

1 Bald Eagle 

275 

Tree Swallow 

3 Marsh Hawk 

730 

Bank Swallow 

6 Sparrow Hawk 

53 

Rough-winged Swallow 

7 Ring-necked Pheasant 

256 

Barn Swallow 

1 Virginia Rail 

10 

Purple Martin 

15 Sora 

75 

Blue Jay 

33 Common Gallinule 

157 

Common Crow 

13 American Coot 

96 

Black-capped Chickadee 

24 Semipalmated Plover 

13 

White-breasted Nuthatch 

67 Kil'ldeer 

4 

Red-breasted Nuthatch 

6 Black-bellied Plover 

4 

Brown Creeper 

14 Ruddy Turnstone 

85 

House Wren 

3 American Woodcock 

5 

Winter Wren 

9 Common Snipe 

1 

Long-bilied Marsh Wren 

6 Upland Plover 

96 

Catbird 

25 Spotted Sandpiper 

63 

Brown Thrasher 

5 Solitary Sandpiper 

282 

Robin 

1 Greater Yellowlegs 

45 

Wood Thrush 
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1 Hermit Thrush 

19 Swainson's Thrush 
8 Veery 

8 Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 
1 Golden-crowned Kinglet 

14 Ruby-crowned Kinglet 

20 Cedar Waxwing 
1,050 Starling 

3 Yellow-throated Vireo 

11 Solitary Vireo 

1 Red-eyed Vireo 
8 Warbling Vireo 

12 Black-and-white Warbler 

13 Golden-winged Warbler 

2 Tennessee Warbler 

1 Orange-crowned Warbler 
45 Nashville Warbler 
5 Parula Warbler 
70 Yellow Warbler 

15 Magnolia Warbler 
11 Cape May Warbler 

33 Black-throated Blue Warbler 

29 Myrtle Warbler 

15 Black-throated Green Warbler 

14 Blackburnian Warbler 
24 Che3tnut-sided Warbler 

3 Bay-breasted Warbler 

1 Pr airie Warbler 

2 Palm Warbler 
24 Ovenbird 

15 Northern Waterthrush 

3 Louisiana Waterthrush 
39 Yellowthroat 

1 Yellow-breasted Chat 


3 Wilson's Warbler 

2 Canada Warbler 

40 American Redstart 
300 House Sparrow 
140 Bobolink 
1S5 Eastern Meadowlark 
1,040 Red-winged Blackbird 
1 Orchard Oriole 
108 Baltimore Oriole 

3 Rusty Blackbird 
800 Common Gradele 

370 Brown-headed Cowbird 
3 Scarlet Tanager 
50 Cardinal 

96 Rose-breasted Grosbeak 
3 Indigo Bunting 
10 Purple Finch 
12 Common Redpoll 
24 Pine Siskin 
114 American Goldfinch 
31 Rufous-sided Towhee 
63 Savannah Sparroxtf 
7 Grasshopper Sparrow 
1 Hens low's Sparrow 
1 Vesper Sparrow 
1 Slate-coloured Junco 

23 Chipping Sparrow 
53 Field Sparrow 

10 White-crowned Sparrow 
74 White-throated Sparrow 
1 Lincoln's Sparrow 

24 Swamp Sparrow 
150 Song Sparrow 


Observers: Dan Bastaja, Traian Boleantu, Hazel Broker, Edward Dinniwell, 

Jim Dowall, Alfred Epp, Nick Escott, Bob Finlayson, Sheila Forbes, 
Brad Gray, Lydia Hamilton, Mark Jennings, John Miles, Evelyn Morris, 
George North, Laurel North, Donald Reid, Billy Smith, Helen Taylor 


*********** 


** AN INV I TATION JUST RECEIVED - The Buffalo Ornithological Society has sent us 
a cordial invitation to their regular monthly meeting on Wednesday September 27th 
at 8:00 pm. They have rather a special and interesting guest lined up in the 
person of Dr. George Miksch Sutton, the noted ornithologist and bird painter. 

His talk is entitled The Far Far North and it will be illustrated with coloured 
slides. The B.0.S, meets in the Auditorium of the Buffalo Museum of Science in 
Humboldt Park, Buffalo, and the meeting is open to all without charge. They are 
hoping to see some of their Hamilton birding friends at the meeting. 

** A HELPFUL BOOKL ET - Common Po isonous Plants is a 32 page booklet available 
from the Mailing Room, Cornell University, Ithaca, N.Y. 14850 for 20£. Ask for 
New York State College of Agriculture extension bulletin 538. This is a useful 
publication for those with small and inquisitive children. 
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R E"ESTA B LISHI NG THE BOB MITE .Diclc Hilborn 

The Bob White is known to any nature lover who has spent any time in 
the Southern United States. It is a beautiful and attractive quail - both in 
physical appearance and voice. The bird used to be native to this area - 
probably one hundred years ago or possibly less. There are still scattered 
coveys in south-western Ontario. There was a covey just south-east of Galt 
as recently as 1969. However, it appears that the severe winter of 1970-71 j 
may have eliminated them,. One lone Bob White spent two days on my property 
near Blair in the summer of 1970 - it was even seen on my front lawn'. There 
has been no sign of it since and it was probably a stray from the Galt covey. 

In conjunction with, and thanks to the interest, help and enthusiasm 
of Mr. E. Preston Graham of Blair, we have a project in operation for the 
release of a covey of Bob White. I supplied the birds acquired from a breeder 
at Orono (he breeds 25,000 a year) and Mr. Graham supplies the habitat, 
artificial shelter and cage - and feed. He has a good location. He has built 
a shelter as suggested in an article in Field Magazine in 1969, purely a lean- 
to, covered with vinyl film and then branches for shelter from wet weather, wim 
and predators. Nearby is a stream, a good sized alder thicket and a fine brush 
pile. Bob White likes to shelter in hedgerows, brush piles etc. 

We have followed the pattern of release as outlined in the Field 
Magazine article. We selected a good area as described above. The shelter 
and wire cage were prepared. We installed eleven birds in the third week of 
October (one escaped in transfer). In the last week of November nine birds 
were released - one by now had strangled itself in the wire mesh. One bird - 
known as the call bird - was left inside the cage. Quail are gregarious and 
invariably bunch together in coveys. If you separate birds in the wild, they 
immediately start to call and within a few hours will have gathered together 
again in a covey. 

We left the birds in the cage for a month to get used to the area. 

We left our call bird in the cage - to call the flock back should they stray 
too far. These incubated and pen-raised birds would die if they were not fed. 
Incidentally, these birds all were raised from original, natural Canadian 
breeder stock from the Sarnia area. 

Predators became a problem. The worst predator for birds as tame 
and friendly as these, was one of Mr. Graham's cats that turned wild and became 
a real hunter. Whthin three weeks all the nine quail were eliminated, I saw 
the evidence where the cat obviously caught three at the shelter. The cat migh 
have caught all ninej however, we shot one mink in the area of the shelter. 

I acquired eight more quail and repeated the process in late 
November. After two weeks of trying, we eliminated the cat ond on the 28th of 
December I released eight quail - again leaving a call bird. As of January 
30th, all eight were still alive and thriving. They are very tame - particular 
if they have not been fed for a day. They do not seem to stray far from the 
shelter in the winter x-ieather. They go into the alder bush area and brush 
pile. Two pair of haxtfks were cruising the area, but xfith the cover and 
protection the quail have, it is not anticiapted that the haxtfks could be a 
problem. Once they take off on their oxm in the spring, they xvi11 have to 
learn to cope xJith these problems themselves anyway. 

With luck, the lovely call of the Bob White will be heard now in the 
Blair area. (Ed. note - according to American Birds , it xrould seem that about 
5 of these Bob White survived the past winter, despite the severe ice storms.) 
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EVENTS FOR SEPTEMBER 

Monday September at 8:00 pm 

The club monthly meeting. To start the year off, there will be a 
film from the National Film Board. Come out to the Headquarters 
Building of the Royal Botanical Gardens on Plains Road, Burlington. 

FIELD E VENTS 

Saturday September 9th at 2:00 pm 

A walk on the North Shore Trails of the R.B.G. to look for fall 
wildflowers. Meet at the Nature Interpretive Centre in the Arboretum. 
Leader: Dr. J. Pringle tel: Hamilton 527-1158 

Saturday September i.6th (weather permitting) at 1:00 pm 

A pelagic bird expedition onto Lake Ontario. Accomodation is limited 
to 40 so reserve early. There will be a charge of approximately 
$5.00/head to cover costs. A good opportunity for rare gulls, 
iaegers, phalaropes and ducks to be seen at close range. Should the 
weather be inclement,' the trip will take place the next day. 

Leader: Mr. Bob Curry tel: Ancaster 648-6895 

Sunday September 17th at 9:00 am 

A morning walk around Mountsberg resevoir with special emphasis on 
waterfowl and shorebirds. Bring a lunch and meet at the Dundurn 
Castle parking lot. 

Leader: Mr. George Bryant tel; Waterdown 689-1365 

Sunday October 1st at 9:00 am 

An outing to Short Hills Wilderness Area in the Carolinian Forest 
zone. Meet at the Mountain Plaza, Fennell and Upper James. 

Leader: Mr. George Meyers tel; Grimsby 945-4217 

EVENTS SPONSORED BY THE ROYAL BOTANICAL GARDENS 

Saturday September 16th at 9:30 am 

Wild and introduced plants reported to have healing qualities with 
Mr. John Lamoureux. Meet at the Nature Centre. 

Sunday September 17th from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm 

The identification of wild autumn plants and their use in dried 
arrangements. Meet Mr. Lamoureux in Lamb’s Hollow, Hendrie Park. 
Wednesday September 20th from 9:30 am to noon 

Meet Dr. J. Pringle at the CNR Station, Dundas, for a hike along the 
Bruce Trail to Webster's Falls to study autumn flowers, fruits and 
seeds. 

Saturday September 23rd at 9:30 am 

A short course on Mushroom identification. There will be a meeting 
at Garden's Headquarters and a laboratory session the following 
week. Advance registration is required and there will be a fee of 
$1.00. Dr. Peter Rice will lead the group. 

Saturday September 30th at 8:30 am 

Meet at Garden's Headquarters for a one day field trip by bus to 
Backus Woods near Port Dover. Advance registration is required and 
a maximum of 30 persons can be accomodated. A fee of $2.00 to 
members (of the R.B.G.) and $3.00 to non-members will be collected. 
Leaders are Drs. Pringle and Rice. 

Saturday September 16th at 2:30 pm 

A 3% mile hike will begin at Hwy. 99 & Cramer Rd following the 
Annual Meeting of the Iroquoia Bruce Trail Club. 
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** THE BALD EAGLE - Writing in Bioscience recently, Dr. Robins of the Uoivei B1 ty 
of Kansas Museum of Natural History has suggested that the Bald Eagle was a poo, 
choice as the historic Hational Emblem of the United States. Dr. Robins view 
is not that the Bald Eagle is a carrion eater, but rather that it is a species 
hich is about to become extinct. There is a good chance that the Da t && - 

may have diminished to the point of no return in the next twenty lIvc. to i y 

ye a r s 

Dr. Robins suggests that as the majority of Americans are not native 
to the U.S., but immigrants of some sort, an introduced species shou c. ie e.Ou.en, 
and so he volunteers the Starling, the House Sparrow and the Rock Dove, as ne 
points out, all three species are hardy and show no sign of diminis ing 1 -^ e 
the eagle. They are highly adaptable, aggressive, well able to survive and dr.ve 
off competitors, satisfactorily self-centred, gregarious and common, survive 
easily on a variety of food and have a high capacity for polluting ter ome 
range via leavings, ordure and noise'. 

** SEPTEMBER IS MEMBERSHIP MONTH - By now you all will have received your 

membership renewal for the coming season. In order to remain viable, t e c u 

needs the revenue from memberships. So, if its not already in >-he ma.P ease 
mail a renewal to-day, or bring it to the meeting Monday evening. 

Better still - sign up a friend as well'. 


** SAVE OUR BAY - Did you know that our club is one of the sponsors of Save 
Our Bay, an organization composed of individuals and local environmental groups, 
which has been very active in the past few months in discussions involving tie 
future of the Bay. The vast pollution of the Bay is now a matter of public 
knowledge. Less well known is the fact that as a result of landfill projects, 
particularly along the industrialized side of the Bay, it is now one third .less 

in size than at the turn of the centrry. 

The Conservation Authority has asserted its rights to rule on future 
landfill opprations but this has been rebutted by a Harbour Commission not «°ted 
for a concern with the environment. Indeed, the Commission has become so defense 
that we were told recently that approval was needed before soil or water samples 
could be taken. Although it is hard to envisage a time when the Bay waters wil 
be sufficiently clean to permit swimming again, the present public awareness 
of the problem of landfill in the Bay is in great part due to the Save Our Bay 
group. 

A* WHERE DO ALL THE ANTLERS GO? - When one first learns that adult bucks shed 
their antlers each year, they are very apt to wonder why they don’t find them 
lying about the woods occasionally. Nature doesn't waste anything, t e anc eio 
are eaten by rodents for the minerals they contain. _ 

Should you be fortunate enough to find an antler, examine it. You U 

probably find that the rodents have been at it already. 


** RECYCLED PAPER - The Wood Duck has made it. The paper we're using contains 
60% recycled fibres. So keep those papers going to your local, recycling cen rc 
(Hamilton - CHOP, Burlington - CCPC, Ancaster - PRESERVE).. They are being used 
in a positive step to cut down on the use of new natural resources. 

** REGIONAL GATHERING AT RONDEAU SEPTEMBER 9-10 - The Kent Nature Club of Chathf 
in co-operation with the F.O.N. will hold a regional gathering at Rondeau. h .. 
has proved to be an outstanding experience and an enjoyable meeting in ' P • 
There will be outstanding leaders, among them Dick Ussher, Gus Yaki and Dennis 
Rupert. Camping facilities are excellent and motels are locked nearby. For 
more information write Harry Wressell, 114 Park Ave. W., CHATHAM; a co, la 
invitation is extended to our members by the Kent Club. 
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** RE QUESTS FOR INFORMATION - LONG POINT - For the past two years, the Long Point 
Bird Observatory has undertaken a study on the relationship between fat deposition 
and fall migration in the Sanderling. In conjunction with this study, a large 
number of birds have been colour-marked and sightings of these marked birds away 
from Long Point have indicated that most of the birds fly directly from the study 
area to the East Coast. 

During 1972, the Observatory hopes to individually colour-mark and 
colour-code several hundred Sanderling in order to further investigate this 
phenomenon. The colour-coding will involve three aspects: colour-marking with 
feather dye, wing-tagging and banding xd.th the normal aluminum band. 

Birds will be feather-dyed on the breast and abdomen with one of four 
colours: red, yellow, green, or white (no colour); according to the percent of the 
bird's total body weight attributable to fat. 

The birds v?ill be wing-tagged on each wing with semi-permanent wing 
tags of the following colours; black, blue, brown, green, red, orange, yellow 
and white. The wing-tagging will individually identify each bird. 

The placement of the aluminum band will indicate the age of the bird. 
Birdsbanded on the right leg will be adults and those banded on the left will be 
immatures. 

The Observatory would be pleased if anyone sighting these birds would 
report the following information to us: 

Date of sighting, Location (including nearest city or town), Colour of feather- 
dye on the breast and abdomen, Colour of the wing tags on the right and left 
wing, Leg on which the bird is banded. 

Co-operators will receive a short note explaining the project's 
application to the preservation of the Long Point peninsula in a natural state 
and the date on which the bird was last seen on Long Point. Reports of marked 
birds should be sent to: 

Long Point Bird Observatory, LONG POINT, Ontario. 

MAGDALEN ISLANDS - Several species of shorebirds 
will be marked with yellow feather dye on the underparts, and yellow streamers 
attached to the leg, in the 1972 migration. Senderlings will be marked only 
with leg streamers. Birds willbe caught on the Magdalen Islands (in the Gulf of 
St. Lawrence). 

Reports of sight records should include the locality, date, species, 
name and address of observer(s). Please weigh the bird and read the band 
number if taken alive. Information should be sent to: 

Raymond McNeil, Centre de Recherches Ecologiques de Montreal, 4101 Sherbrooke 
St. E., MONTREAL 406, Quebec. 

** LEGAL ACTION IN ONTARIO - Larry Green of Pollution.Probe, and the National 
and Provincial Parks Association of Canada have served a notice of claim on the 
Attorney-General of Ontario over the removal sand dunes bordering Sandbanks 
Provincial Park on Lake Ontario.(Prince Edward County near Picton). 

The notice of claim alleged that in allowing Lake Ontario Cement Ltd. 
to excavate the unique dunes, the government had breached a duty imposed on it by 
the Provincial Parks Act to maintain the parks for the benefit of future 
generations. 

The notice also claimed that because no licence was ever issued to the 
company under the Beach Protection Act, the removal of the sand dunes was illegal, 

The operation of Lake Ontario Cement among the sand dunes has been the 
centre of a long-standing controversy. Repeated efforts have been made, without 
success to bring the sand removal to a halt. The government has been negotiating 
with the company for months to find an alternate side. 

In filing the notice, Mr. Green said in a statement that while the 
government has been doing much talking about an alternate site nothing has been 
done and more than 30% of the dunes leased by the govt, to the company have been 
excavated. 
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** WOOD DUCK PRODUCTION - After giving yeoman service for the past five years 
in printing and assembling The Wood Duck , former president Bob Challis has 
taken a well-deserved retirement, and, no doubt with some relief, has 
relinquished the mimeograph machine to George and Stephanie Bryant. We owe 
Bob a real debt of gratitude. Applause and thanks also go to Mrs. Janet 
Forbes who has been so generous with her time for the past several years in 
mailing The Wood Duck. Any advice or suggestions on production would very 
much be appreciated by the rookie Bryants (tel: Waterdown 689-1365). 

** PUBLIC OPINION - It has come to our knowledge that governments do, indeed, 
note every letter they receive about any and every specific problem. We hear 
that these letters are taken as some kind of measure of 'public opinion', and 
analysed as such. 

Letters are broken down according to sex of writer (I), location 
of same, aparent stimulus for writing and type of concern expressed. 

The validity of petitions is, apparently questionable, and form 
letters, understandably, have virtually no impact. 

So, if you feel strongly about something, write. 

** AND HOW ABOUT THIS - Women wearing fur coats, fur gloves, or carrying fur 
handbags have been barred from a zoo at St. Alban's, Hertfordshire, in England. 

The ban, the first of its kind in Britain, is aimed at preventing 
the extinction of tigers, leopards and similar animals. 

The ban at the Verulaniura British Wild Life Zoo, follows a personal 
appeal by naturalist and artist, Peter Scott, founder of the Wildfowl Trust 
at Slimbridge. 

** HOLIDAYS - Many of our most interesting experiences with nature do happen 
during our holidays. We'd like to hear about them at The Wood Duck , and the 
rest of the club would too. So please, sit down and share your experiences 
with us in a paragraph, a page or two, or a letter to the Editor, and do it 
while it is still fresh in your mind. 

** 1972-73 AUDUBON WILDLIFE FILMS - Our club has contracted again this year, 
in conjunction with the Royal Botanical Gardens to present the Audubon Screen 
Tours. The club is hoping that the programs will be better attended this 
season as last year the operation showed a loss, part of which had to be made 
up out of club funds. If you are planning to attend, please note that the 
club is co-sponsor only of the Hamilton series and not the Burlington one, so 
that planning on attending in Burlington, will not help the success of our 
series. The season tickets, at $7.00 for adults, are an excellent bargain 
as the charge for the same program in many American cities is $12,00, Hope 
you can make it. 

** FIRST CANADIAN NESTING OF THE YELLOW WAGTAIL - Back from a two month bird¬ 
watching stint in the Yukon, Dr. John Black of St. Catharines has exciting 
news of his discovery of the first recorded nesting of the Yellow Wagtail in 
Canada. Employed by Environmental Research Associates of Toronto which was 
conducting research for a petroleum interest, Dr. Black was stationed on the 
shores of the Beaufort Sea very close to Alaska in one of the most remote 
corners of Canada. The Yellow Wagtail is a common land bird of northern 
Europe and Asia. In Alaska it breeds in willow thickets and on the tundra. 
When discovered by Dr. Black, the nest contained eggs. 
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BOOK S ON CONSERVATION IN THE HAMILTON PUBLI C LIBRARY .M. Ziegler 

Wilderness is no longer an environment to be conquered by a shrinking 
natural force. Its wildlife is threatened and man, "the greatest predator of 
all" must be held responsible. This problem is the subject of many new books 
in the Arts and Science Department x^lth authors offering not only warnings but 
also solutions. 

Our Vanishing Wi lder ness by Mary Louise Grossman and collaborators 
is a remarkable Integration of magnificent photography, painstaking scholarship 
and first hand information. The authors explore some of the basic ecological 
questions of our time and stress the absolute necessity for man to understand 
the natural world of which he is a part. Four years were spent in preparation o: 
the book and 60,000 miles were travelled to record the beauty of landscape and 
rare close-ups of wildlife. 

A pioneer ecologist of world wide reputation, Dr. Frank Fraser Darling 
has spent a lifetime studying the relationship of man to his environment all 
over the globe, resulting in an excellent book Wilderness and Plen ty. Analyzing 
the predicament both scientifically and philosophically, the author also permits 
himself some poetical moments and looks towards the future with a plan for 
conservation and a plea for man's responsibility to nature. 

"Look to the Ant" King Solomon advised the sluggards of his day, but 
in Deadly Feast of Life Donald Carr urges mankind to look to every animal 
of nature to learn the evolutionary secrets of survival. Survival means food 
and in his book the author examines how each kind of living creature from the 
tiniest one-cell forms to man himself, changes and adapts to find enough food. 

He discusses the reasons why species become extinct and details in particular 
the irresponsible mistakes man has made in dooming many species. 

Does the world still have room for wildlife? is-the question posed 
by Lorus and Margery Milne in The Cougar Doesn't Live Here Any More . It is a 
calm wide-angle look at the present status of the world's wildlife with an eye 
to understanding the basic underlying problems of man-wildlife coexistence. 
Important throughout is the theme that "vanishing animals" is not a matter 
of particular perils as a result of particular pernicious human actions, but a 
large scale conflict of interest in the allocation of earth space. 

Wiljd Harvest by Clive Roots poses the question of man versus animal. 
The author believes that the destruction of wild animals at the present rate 
will eliminate them from the earth and he is concerned that we do not bequeath 
to future generations a world that is barren of wild life. This he suggests 
can be done by conservation of endangered species and the creation of national 
game parks, and he strongly urges that all of us become aware of this problem 
and take active steps in support of its solution. 

* * ******** * 

** CRIME - Leading criminologists from 14 Council of Europe member States, 
meeting recently in Strasbourg, concluded that such acts as shoplifting raids 
or issuing uncovered cheques, should be considered offences, while intrusions 
upon social life, such as pollution of the environment or interference with 
private life should be considered crimes, (reprinted from Man and Resources) 
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